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contributions in Leo Wise’s “Israelite Personalities” penned for
the paper’s golden anniversary commemorative issue in 1904
was 8o egregious that an editorialist in the American Hebrew
(most likely Philip Cowen) paused to reflect, “We miss,
however, any reference to Mr. Edward Bloch, who, if we
mistake not, was its original publisher, and retained his con-
nection with it for over three decades.”4? As Wise's publisher,
the unsung and overshadowed Edward Bloch was praised by
one historian of American Jewish journalism for the “loyal,
devoted and zealous service he rendered, often at a great sacri-
fice of time and money ... [he] probably kept the journal alive
in its days of storm and stress.”8 The obituary of Edward
Bloch appearing in the American Israelite hit squarely on the
mark and an excerpt from it concludes this study of a Jewish
publishing pioneer: “Out of this grew the Jewish publishing
house which has put out more Jewish books and publications
than all others in the United States combined ... He was a
liberal contributor to all Jewish and unsectarian charities, and
was a fine exemplar of the best type of citizenship. He was
educated, refined, and modest.”49

47, “Editorial Notes,” American Hebrew, July 15, 1904, p. 223.

48. Albert M. Friedenberg, “Main Currents of American Jewish
Journalism,” Reform Advocate, May 27, 1916, p. 508.

49, Obituary of Edward Bloch, AI, March 29, 1806, p. 6; Leo Wise,
“Israelite Personalities,” Al, June 30, 1904, jubilee number extra,
p. 14.
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