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violation of moral principles:U
New business came to Bloch with the creation of the

Central Conference ofAmerican Rabbis, first with printing the
CCAR's Year Book beginning in 1891, and then with the
lucrative contract to distribute the Union Prayer Book, the
new Reform liturgy supplanting Wise's Minhag Ameri4a. In
1905, the CCAR appointed Bloch & Co. sole agent for its

·publications. with Bloch receiving 30% of the list price (or the
UPB and &rmons by Amuican Rabbis, and 40% of the list
price (or the Union Hymnal.42 AJi a Jewish publishing history
aside unauthorized attempts to lift texts from the Union
ProY~Book soon after its appearance were not unknown, with
one infuriated rabbi~itor threatening a lawsuit against 8

rabbinical colleague.43

In 1893, Joseph Bloch, Edward's brother, was manager of
the fmn's ret.ail store and at. this time a durable new logo.
"The Jewish Book Concern- was apparently adopted for the
fmt time to enhance the corporete identity. A glowing
obituary of Joseph Bloch (he was variously a peddler and a
hotelkeeper in Santa Cruz, California, and lived at different
times in Mexico, Texas, and San Francisco) is undoubtedly
overly lavish when it opines that "it was due to his genius that
the Jewish book trade was established in Cincinnati ..."4.4

By 1900, Isaac M. Wise passed away and with Edward

41. Rebecca C. Jac:ob&, "Dis~g Author's Righta," Amtricon
Hebrew, Aug. 17, 1888, p. 20, idem, -rhe Bloch PubliBhing Compa­
ny Again CaUed to Account.: Jewish ExpoMlIt (Philadelphia>,
Aug_ 10, 1888, p. 5. I. it merely a coincidence that the public com·
plaints by Jaffe and Jacobs surfaced in the same month that Leo
WiM wrested from Bloch final control of the American IsrtUliU?

42. "Report of Recording Secretary: Year Book of tM Central
Confere.lI~ofAmerican RabbiA 15 (1905): 31-32.

43. Isaac S. Moses to Gustav Goltheil, Oct. 30, 1894, accusing New
Haven'. Rev. David Levy of pirating from the Union Prayer Book,
in Richard Gottheil, The Life of Gustav Gottheil: Memoir of a
Priest in Israel (Williamsport, Penn., 1936), pp. 110-11.

44. Obituary of Joseph Bloch, AI, July 4, 1895, p. 6; Wise, Reminis·
cence., p. 26; George J. Fogelson, -A Conversion at Santa Cruz,
California, 1877," Western Statu Jewish Historical Quarterly 11
(1978179): 138, 141; lint appearance of ad for -Jewish Book Con­
cern: AI, March 2, 1893, p. 2.

Bloch now advancing in years, thoughts were focused on the
firm's future. New York, with its Jewish masses, overshad­
owed Cincinnati and, for that matter, Philadelphia for supre.­
macy as the center of Ameriean Jewish life. Charles Bloch,
with his father's encouragement, guided the move of Bloch's
retail operations to New York in early 1901, and sold off his
interest in the &form Advocnte to Edward M:Newman as
part of the consolidation in New York Clty.45 Some sort of a
physical presence, perhaps the printing facilities, was
maintained in Cincinnati since Edward Bloch remained the
company's president until his death in 1906, the year of the
last entry for Bloch Publishing Co. in Williams' Cincinnati
Diredory.

In writing this history of Bloch & Co. from its founding
until the relocation to New York, very little has been gleaned
about the personal life of Edward Bloch. The reminiscences by
Rabbi Clifton Harby Levy, a rabbinical student at Hebrew
Union College <class of 1890), mention that Bloch, as Rabbi
Wise's brother·in-law, ·was so generous to Rabbi Wise in all of
his publishing enterprises as to impoverish himself: largely
because Wise, a poor buainessman, would pocket remittances
for the American 1.roeliU and D~ Deborah without crediting
the sender.46 The slight mention of Edward Bloch and his

45. Bloch'. final move to New York and DOt westward to Chicago is
recounted by Edward H_ Bloch, grandson of Edward Bloch, in an
interview with Iaaac Rosengarten, -A Cultural Centennial,- p.
lSI, supplemented byAl, Feb_ 28,1.901, p. 6, March 21,1901, p. 7.
Cincinnati, New York, and Philadelphia as -cempeting centers of
nascent Jewish culture- are discussed by Sarna, JPS, pp. 16-20;
Bloch Publishing Company is mentioned here (p. 16) as one of
Cincinnati's primary Jewish assel;s. Cincinnati's Jewish popula­
tion in 1900 is estimated to be only 16, 000 persons, an increase of
just 1,000 over the figure for 1890, per Jonathan Sarna, ""A Sort
of Paradise for the Hebrews': The Lofty Vision of Cincinnati
Jews," in Henry D. Shapiro and Jonathan D. Sarna, cd., Ethnic
Diversity and Civic Ilhntity: Patterns of Conflict and COMsian in
Cincinnati since 1820 (Urbana, 1992), p. 157.

46. Clifton Barby Levy, "How WeU 1 Remember," Liberal Judaism
18:1 (June 1950): 32. For Wise's confession or sloppiness with
money affairs as contributing to the American Isrculite's lack of
financial success, see Al, June 25, 1875, p_ 5.



47. "Editorial Note5,~American Hebrew, July 15, 1904, p. 223.
48. Albert M. Friedenberg, "Main Currents of American Jewish

Journalism," Reform Advocate, May 27, 1916, p. 508.
49. Obituary of Edward Bloch, AI, March 29, 1906, p. 6; Leo Wise,

"Israelite Personalities,~ Ai, June 30, 1904, jubilee number extra,
p.14.

contributions in Leo Wise's "Israelite Personalities" penned for
the paper's golden anniversary commemorative issue in 1904
was so egregious that an editorialist in the American Hebrew
(most likely Philip Cowen) paused to reflect, ~e miss,
however, any reference to Mr. Edward Bloch, who, if we
mistake not, was its original publisher, and retained his con­
nection with it for over three decades,"47 As Wise's publisher,
the unsung and overshadowed Edward Bloch was praised by
one historian of American Jewish journalism for the "loyal,
devoted and zealous service he rendered, often at a great sacri­
fice of time and money ... [he] probably kept the journal alive
in its days of storm and stress."48 The obituary of Edward
Bloch appearing in the American Israelite hit squarely on the
mark and an excerpt from it concludes this study of a Jewish
publishing pioneer: "Out of this grew the Jewish publishing
house which has put out more Jewish books and publications
than aU others in the United States combined ... He was a
liberal contributor to all Jewish and unsectarian charities, and
was a fme exemplar of the best type of citizenship. He was
educated, refmed, and modest."49
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